
A Stranger In The Village 

We know from a lease of 1727 that  William Ripper of North 
Hill was recorded as the son of Daniel Ripper of Breage, 
/ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ 
 
Daniel and his wife Charity had 9 children, all born in Breage, 
but only 3 survived into adulthood. 
 
William appears to be their fourth child born about 1696 and 
the youngest of those that survived. 

Blanch b 1691 
Daniel b 1693  d 1694 
Thomas b 1695 
William b 1696 
Daniel b 1697  d 1698 
English b 1699  d 1699 
Edward b 1700  d 1701 
Henry b 1701  d 1703 
Anne b 1708  d 1710 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ wƛǇǇŜǊΣ ƘŀŘ 
a respectable position in the community as 
shown by the not inexpensive location of 
his pew in Breage Church in 1666. 
 
The family appears to have had some 
wealth and status. 

Where did William RIPPER come from? 

Sometime before 1720 a William 
RIPPER arrived in North Hill. 

About 300 years later Ken 
RIPPER, his 6th cousin 8 times 
removed, also came to North Hill. 

We set out to discover  why William made North Hill his home. 



²ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƛŘŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ ŀ ŎƭǳŜΚ 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƻŦ CrowanΩ ƴƻ 
connection has been found to any family in 
Breage or Crowan. In fact there are very few 

families with that name in that part of Cornwall 

There are many families in North Hill with the 
ƴŀƳŜ 5!²9 ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 

have been written mistakenly with ŀƴ ΨǎΩΦ 
Her baptism has not been found. 

Daniel RIPPER married Charity DAWES in Crowan, near 
Breage, on 4th February 1689 

What brought William to North Hill? 

We have found no connection between the RIPPERS of BREAGE and the village of NORTH HILL. 

In those days it was unusual for most people to move long 
distances away from the family home. William seems to have 

travelled from Breage to North Hill at the young age of about 21. 

North Hill Breage 

5ƛŘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ƪƴƻǿ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
business dealings? 

Daniel died in 1725 and left a will in which he 
distributed a lot of money, goods, shares, tin 

bounds  and adventures to his wife and children, 
but William was not mentioned. 

Inventory of 
5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ 



Did William receive money from his father to leave? 

As he was not the first 
born son, William was 
unlikely to inherit a lot 

of money. 

Whatever his reasons 
he soon made North 
Hill his home and he 
made himself very 

much at home with the 
ladies....... 

Was he adventurous, 
willing to leave the 

family and branch out 
on his own? 

Did he head to North 
Hill for family reasons 
or maybe for business 

reasons? 

Richard LǳǎƪŜȅΩǎ daughter Elizabeth 
considered her position and married a local 
man, Robert Colling, in North Hill in 1723 
ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ϻнлл ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ 

Spurned by the first Elizabeth, William 
Ripper eventually married John LǳǎƪŜȅΩǎ 
daughter Elizabeth in 1729. He was about 

33 and she was 20 years old. 
 

Richard Luskey and 
John Luskey were 
brothers. The two 
Elizabeths were 

cousins. 

The will of Richard Luskey of North Hill, dated 31 March 1720 says: 

"Item I give to my daughter Elizabeth Luskey   if She do Marry with William Rippor  
to be paid her within one year after Such Marriage Provided allways and further my Will is that if 
my Said Daughter do or Shall Marry with any other then I give her of lawful 

money of Great Brittain to be paid her within one year after Such Marriage".  

 Did Richard Luskey not like William Ripper? 
Or did he think that William had the finances to be able to look after his daughter without financial help? 


